I THE HARDINGTON AND PENDOMER MESSENGER I

SEPTEMBER 2023

HOLLYWOOD IN HARDINGTON

in association with

SOMERSET MOVIOLA

proudly presents

What’s Love Got to Do
with It?

(12A)

This romantic comedy/drama shows what can and cannot
happen when you try to follow tradition. Engaging lead

performances by Lily James & Shazad Latif make this movie
a delight to watch.

in Hardington Mandeville Village Hall on
Thursday 215t September.

Afternoon Performance at 2:00pm
Coffee, tea and cake available, doors open 1:30 pm

Evening Performance at 7:30pm
Licensed bar available, doors open 7.00 pm

Tickets: £5.00 in advance from Springfield Stores
(01935 862363) or on the door




AROUND THE VILLAGE

CONGRATULATIONS
Cecilia and Keith Dack who celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary this
month celebrated with family and friends at their home in August. We
know many of our young people have recently received their GCSE, A level
and degree results and hope they are happy with their results. We wish
them good luck for the next phase of their lives. Congratulations to you
all.
GET WELL
Nathaniel Webb spent his summer holidays in plaster having broken his
leg. We hope you have been able to enjoy some parts of the holiday
Nathaniel. Jayne Jones had a long-awaited operation recently, so we hope
to see her out walking again soon and John Blomfield has also been in
hospital. We wish you all a speedy recovery.
WELCOME
Tristessa Hawker and Martin Keane are the new owners of The Cottage, in
Hardington Marsh, we hope they will be very happy in their new home.
CONDOLENCES
On 30th July 2023 Denis Charles passed peacefully away at home. He was
truly loved by all and will be truly missed. Reunited with his beloved wife
Doris on Friday 18th August 2023. We thank you for all your kind
messages and cards from all the families. The Charles Family

It was sad news that Denis Charles died just weeks before his 90th
birthday. He had been ill in hospital and returned home days prior to
dying in the village where he was born. His funeral and burial took place
at Hardington Church. Our condolences are sent to his family at this sad
time.
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THANKS
My team and | would like to say a big Thank You to everyone who
supported the return of the Village Hall monthly Coffee Morning on
Saturday 19th August. It was a great success with a profit of £225 going to
the Village Hall. We are looking forward to seeing you all at the next one
on September 30th. Until then all the best from, Dy and her team.

GOOD WISHES

As many of you know Mike Bickerton, who has lived for 60 years in
Hardington has moved into a care home in Merriott. Mike and his late wife
Brenda moved into their new home in the village with their young family
in the 1960s. Mike and Brenda were both involved with village activities,
and locally with the scout and guide movement. In the past Mike was a
beekeeper, keen gardener and was instrumental in the founding of the
Messenger and was one of the ‘rescuers’ of the Flower and Craft Show
when the WI decided they could no longer run it. For many years Mike
produced some beautiful walking sticks and could be seen at agricultural
shows selling his products.

Mike has taken the difficult decision to move to a care home. He would
love to see any of his village friends if you have the time to visit him. He is
at Moorlands, Merriott. Please phone first 01460 74425

VILLAGE AT HOME COFFEE MORNINGS

By the time you read this folk will have recently met for a convivial session
at the home of Denise and Peter Riddell. The September meeting is
scheduled for Rydon Farm, the home of Jonathan and Fiona Chadwick.
Just in case you don't know, this is at the bottom of the High Street. All
welcome from 10.30 to 12.00a.m. on Wednesday, September 6th. We
look forward to meeting friends old and new.  Pauline Grassam 863673
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HARDINGTON GARDEN CLUB

We are really lucky to have secured Sally Morgan for our next meeting on
Wednesday 27th September, in the village hall at 7:30pm. Sally Morgan is
a Cambridge educated botanist and life long gardener with a specialist
interest in gardening to cope with the changes that we are experiencing
with our climate and weather. In February of this year Sally published her
latest book, this time with co-author Kim Stoddart, “The Climate Change
Garden”. Sally lives at Empire Farm in Somerset, where she has created
with her husband an organic farm and walled garden from which she runs
courses. Sally is an advocate of “no dig” and is as much concerned at
creating biodiversity to help the planet, as gardening to withstand the
extremes that our weather is now throwing at our plots. Do come for an
enlightening talk which will be followed by refreshments. Non members
are welcome too. Sally Thompson

VILLAGE HALL COFFEE MORNING

Dy and her team are looking forward to seeing you all at her next coffee
morning on Saturday 30th September. Don’t forget that we will be opening
the hall at the earlier time of 10am giving you plenty of time to indulge in
a breakfast or bacon roll etc and maybe a piece of cake afterwards.
Lots of goodies will be on sale including toasted tea cakes, but please feel
free to make any suggestions for future months. Raffle tickets will be on
sale too giving you two chances to win a breakfast roll, a piece of cake and
a drink which can be redeemed at your next visit.
If you are able to offer any help on the day or are willing to make a cake,
please contact Dy Catford on 07956448301.
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS

The winners of the “100-club “draw which took place on 2nd August were:
1stprize Andy Palmer, 2nd prize Kate Jones and 3rd prize Rosalie Voizey.
Thank you to those of you who purchased a 100 club ticket and good luck
for the next draw which takes place at 7.20pm on Wednesday 6th
September at the Village Hall. You are welcome to come along and be
present when the draw takes place.

| hope that you are looking forward to Dy’s next coffee morning which
takes place at the hall on 30th September. The village is really lucky that Dy
has come forward to organise these each month for the benefit of the hall
and the community and | am sure that she can rely on us all to give our
support.

We will be starting our film shows at the hall again this month. The first
film will be shown on 21st September and is entitled ‘What’s Love Got To
Do With It”. There will be an afternoon as well as an evening performance,
the films will be shown at 2pm and 7.30pm respectively with the doors
opening 30 minutes before the films start. Refreshments will be served
half way through the performances and there will also be a licensed bar in
the evening. We look forward to seeing you on 21st and hope that you
enjoy this British Romcom.

The Committee are in the throes of reviewing the Village Hall’s policies
and procedures and the up-dated versions will appear on the village
website in due course.

| was pleased to hear that several people made positive comments about
our hall after attending a wedding reception on 12th August. Don’t forget
that you can hire the hall for a birthday, christening, wedding celebration
etc. Details of availability, charges and conditions of hire can be found on
the village website (www.hardington.net). Karen Dodge.
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PARISH COUNCIL
August meeting

The chairman reported on a recent meeting attended by him and Robert
Halls about the new Local Community Networks (LCN’s), which have been
set up by the new Somerset unitary authority so that adjacent parishes
can address issues of common concern. Councillor Mike Hewitson was
elected chair, and topics suggested for discussion were highways issues,
antisocial and lawless behaviour, availability of broadband internet, public
transport, inclusiveness, and connections and communications. Meetings
will initially be planned every two months.
Councillor Mike Hewistson then reported on the ongoing traffic problems
being caused by the A30 closure at West Coker, and the currant position
regarding Chinnock Hollow, which remains closed after the unofficial
clearance.
Progress continues on the refurbishment of the telephone box; anyone
who would like to help to complete this please contact our clerk! A
parishioner has asked the PC to consider the possibility of a speed limit
within the village. Whilst this is investigated the PC would welcome input
from villagers.
The community field had its annual inspection and no major issues were
reported. The chairman has had to remove rubbish and discarded
‘disposable’ barbecue parts from the metal bin left there specifically for
spent barbecue fuel ONLY. If users cannot comply with simple rules we
may have to remove this facility. Please note, and advise any friends from
elsewhere, that disposable barbecues are not permitted.
We were pleased to hear that the village cinema events will start again in
September; look out for details of the chosen films.
You can contact me at hardingtonclerk@rocketmail.com, tel: 07545
554145 or in writing at Grove House, Pendomer, Somerset, BA22 9PH.
Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk
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NATURE NOTES
This month has felt like it's all about butterflies. After a worrying drop in the
number of Spring butterflies, the Summer group seems to have fared rather
better. Is there anything lovelier than watching these most delicate of creatures
flutter and dance along the hedgerows and gardens of Hardington? | took part in
the annual Big Butterfly Count during July as usual, a very nice way to spend 15
minutes in a green space and a valuable source of data for butterfly
conservation. It's amazing how many different species visit the garden if you
take the time to look: the Reds (Comma, Red Admiral, Peacock, Tortoiseshell),
the Browns (Meadow Brown, Gatekeeper), the Whites (Large, Small and
Marbled) and the Blues (Common and Holly Blue). At least, these are the ones
that have been visiting my patch! Beautiful yellow Brimstones have also been on
the wing, along with one of my favourites, the Hummingbird Hawkmoth. A first
for me this year was a pair of Brown Argus butterflies, enjoying the bright yellow
fleabane in our front garden. | initially mistook them for female common blues,
which despite their name can be almost entirely brown, but on closer inspection
they lacked the blue tinge. | don't recall seeing them in Hardington before, and
certainly not in our garden. Out and about, I've seen a good number of Jersey
Tiger moths, with their distinctive black and cream markings and that gorgeous
flash of orange in flight. I've seen fewer Marbled Whites in the nature reserve
this year but little Gatekeepers are as abundant as ever.
After flaming June, the cool and wet July dampened the spirits a little - but it did
at least replenish the water butts! In warm, dry weather, remember to keep
providing water for wildlife in the garden, especially if you don't have a pond.
Even a saucerful is beneficial, perhaps with a few pebbles above the waterline
for insects to rest while they drink. Birds will also use it bathe in, of course, and
who knows what else may visit your garden to quench its thirst?
With an eye on our changing climate and future water supplies, there are a
number of wildlife-friendly plants that can tolerate longer periods of drought
and heat, such as sedum, which stores water in its fleshy leaves and is a
welcome source of nectar in late summer. Catmint and fluffy lamb's ear also
thrive in a more Mediterranean climate, along with robust herbs like lavender
and rosemary. All are easy to maintain and pretty much look after themselves -
perfect if you're a lazy gardener like me! Nicola Maybury

7 of 10



GOOGLE MAPS

Many people would like visitors and delivery drivers to find their homes
easily, and without house numbers this can be a problem. As many are
aware, however, if you open Google Maps, and enter a house name and
post code, and are not already on the system, you will see a prompt ‘add a
missing place to GoogleMaps?’. Follow the instructions, and within a few
days you can be found easily. An alternative is ‘what three words’ of
course, but | find this a bit cumbersome, and very hard to remember!
Robin Carpenter

Please send any copy for next month to messenger@hardington.net
preferably as an attachment to an email as these are much easier to
transfer. We are all volunteers who work hard to try and give the village
information about events and happenings in the village as accurately as
possible. As we are now able to get colour on our front and back page it
would be good to include any relevant photos, so please keep sending
them in. Sometimes we make mistakes so apologies if we have missed
something or put inaccurate information. Editor
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CHURCH SERVICES FOR AUGUST

Services at St. Mary’s Church

17th Sept BENEFICE HARVEST SERVICE, 11.00 am
24th Sept Family Service 10.30am

Services at St Roch Pendomer
24th. Sept Family service 9.45am
Sept 10th Colin’s leaving Service at E Coker 11.00am

DIARY OF EVENTS FOR SEPTEMBER

Wed 6t Village Coffee Morning, Rydon Farm, High Street, 10.30-12.00pm

Tues 12th Choir Practice, Weavers Cottage,Moor Lane, 7.30pm
Wed 13th W.I. Village Hall, New Members and Guests Welcome 7.30pm
Tues 19th Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, all welcome. 7.30pm

SEPTEMBER 20th LAST DATE FOR OCTOBER MESSENGER

Tues 26th Choir Practice, Weavers Cottage, Moor Lane, 7.30pm

Wed 27th. Hardington Garden Club, Village Hall, 7.30pm

Sat 30th Village Hall Coffee Morning, Village Hall. 10.00 - 12noon
WEEKLY EVENTS

Mon Beginners Yoga, Hardington Village Hall. 6.00pm

Tues Beginners Yoga, Hardington Village Hall. 11.00am

Fri Bell Ringing Practice, St. Mary’s Hardington Mandeville. 7.45pm
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ROYAL OAK
O

WHAT'S ON AT THE ROYAL OAK

Charity Quiz Nights Are Back!!

Starting Thursday September 7th, Duncan is back doing his very popular
charity quiz nights. Raising money for Prostate Cancer UK.
Same format as last time, the quizzes will start at 7.30 and groups can be up
to 6 people.
We will of course be serving some delicious treats for you to enjoy as well.

So, get your team booked in!

Sonny’s Seafood Supper

Friday 22nd and Saturday 23rd September

We have managed to find an open weekend in September to squeeze in
another of our famous Seafood suppers.
If you have been to one before you'll already know that we serve 6 courses of
stunning seafood; a night not to be missed if you are a fish lover.
They do book up fast though so don’t hesitate to get in touch.

01935 862354
www.royaloakhardington.co.uk




