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HAPPY CHRISTMAS FROM THE MESSENGER TEAM
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 AROUND THE VILLAGE 
CONGRATULATIONS: Anita Bell became a grandmother for the first time recently. 
Freddie now 3 months old is the first child for her son David and his wife Amie. 
Margaret Casey and Paul Oliver both celebrated extra special birthdays with family and 
friends. 
Emily White, 11 years old, came 6th at The Horse of The World Show, See below. 
WELCOME BACK: Sue Collins and her mother Betty Partridge have moved into their 
new home in Lyatts. We hope you will be happy back in Hardington. 
GET WELL: We send our good wishes to those villagers who have been unwell recently. 

OBITUARY 

Brian Bower, who died in October, was born in Swanage, and left school at 13 to go 
lobster fishing.  Later, he did an apprenticeship at a local garage, before joining the Air 
Force for 3 years. There, he found training in aircraft engineering very useful. After a 
year on Das Island, working for Bristow’s on helicopters, he joined Kuwait Airways. He 
worked his way forward on their fleet, passing exams to be a flight Engineer, eventually 
doing a 3-month course on 747s in Seattle.  Val went there with him, and they rented a 
flat, and furniture.  A learning curve for both. They lived in Kuwait for 26 years until 
Brian retired in 1986. Meanwhile, they bought a plot of land from Sonny White, and 
had the bungalow in Hardington built, where they lived happily, but he soon was 
restless and joined Virgin Atlantic  when they started up.  He worked for them for 9 
happy years. Brian found driving up and down to the airport difficult, after long flights, 
but didn’t want to move from Hardington. He was Neighbourhood Watch for several 
years, which he enjoyed.     
Sailing was his other love, and he enjoyed dinghy racing at Parkstone Yacht Club, 
before settling on a cruising boat, sailing to the Channel Islands, and the French 
coast.The Isle of Wight was another favourite stopover.  He sold the boat very 
reluctantly, when he was 88 years old!    
Brian and Val were married for 72 years. We send our condolences to Val, their 
daughter Jennifer and son Christopher and their families. 

THIS WONDERFUL VILLAGE
I feel that I should put into words my feelings as a newcomer to the village. 
I am a retired 78-year-old widower who has spent all his working life (60 years) in the 
Motorsport field. Needing to find that special place to live in peace and quiet with my 
aged dog! Hardington is heaven to me! I have been welcomed by everyone I have 
met.......rare I know in this era of high tech! Everybody I have met has been cheerful, 
helpful and friendly to us with a special THANKS to my landlord and his family, the lady 
at the post office/shop, so very helpful.    THANK YOU ALL.     Murray Soanes 
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Scout Christmas Post

West Coker Scouts are providing their usual Christmas card delivery service at 40p per 
card. Delivering to: Yeovil, West Coker, East Coker, Hardington, East Chinnock and 
Pendomer. The last post is 11th December. Please place the cards and money in a 
bag.Post Boxes are located at Broadstone Villas (bottom of High Street) and Woodstock 
at Hardington Moor.	 	 	 	 Please support our local scouts. 

Film News
Thank you to everyone who has supported us throughout the year and we hope you 
have enjoyed most of the film choices. We will take a break now and resume in 
February 2026.	 We have just received the menu of films for the next season. If you 
would like see the menu, please Email sian@jinkses.com and I will forward the Moviola 
information to you. We do not have to limit our choices to the menu of new releases, 
but may show a film of our own choosing, although costs may vary. I look forward to 
receiving your suggestions and comments.	 	 Sian Jinks 

Have you got your tickets yet?  

Join Hardington Players on a fun-filled riverside adventure full of heart as we present 
The Wind in the Willows. Suitable for audiences of all ages. 
Friday 5th December at 7:30pm 
Saturday 6th December at 2:30pm & 8:00pm 
Hardington Village Hall 
Tickets: £10 Adults   £5 Children 
Available from Springfield Stores or by calling 07769 678208 
This amateur production of Kenneth Grahame’s The Wind in the Willows, adapted for 
the stage by Mike Kenny, is presented by arrangement with Nick Hern Books.  
	 	 	 	 	 	 Tanya Ogden Hardington Players 
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VILLAGE HALL COFFEE MORNING 

Thank you all once again for continuing to support Dy’s monthly coffee mornings at the 
village hall. Dy  Catford  and her team look forward to seeing  you  at our next coffee 
morning which will take place at Hardington village hall on 27th December 2025. 
Family, friends and neighbours are all very welcome so if you have visitors over 
C h r i s t m a s t a k e t h e c h a n c e t o r e l a x a n d b r i n g t h e m a l o n g !                                                                                                                                
As usual, the hall will open from 10 am to 12 noon and there will be a variety of 
delicious cakes and savouries on sale for you to try including: bacon or breakfast rolls, 
bacon and cheese wraps, savoury scones, etc. We also offer a range of teas as well as 
i n s t a n t o r fi l t e r c o ff e e s .T h e r e w i l l a l s o b e a C h r i s t m a s r a ffl e .                                                                                           
Just to remind you that the coffee mornings take place on the last Saturday of each 
month. If anyone is able to offer any help or is willing to make a cake for this or any 
future coffee mornings, please contact Dy Catford on 07956448301. 

Village at home coffee morning December 18th 

Our final at home coffee morning of 2025 is a special one at the home of Iayn and 
Jackie Thomas. This is 4, The High Street on the bottom corner and is easy to spot 
because of its bright blue door. Being just before Christmas we are promised delicious 
Christmas fayre including hot punch. So make a note of the date and time, Thursday 
December 18th, 10.30 to 12 noon. You will be assured of a very warm welcome. 

                                                                                                       Pauline Grassam 

HORSE OF THE YEAR SHOW 

After a busy summer of travelling the country Emily finally qualified for Horse of the 
Year Show (HOYS) on the Show Hunter Pony, Gryngait Page Two. 
HOYS is held at the NEC in Birmingham over a week in October. The NEC becomes full 
of horses and ponies competing in both jumping and showing classes. Emily competed 
on the Saturday which meant we needed to stay both Friday and Saturday nights in the 
lorry. 
There were 19 ponies in the class and Emily came 6th – at her age this is a fantastic 
achievement and is all down to her hard work and dedication. She will now have a 
winter off showing before the battle to qualify again next year, which will start in the 
new year.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Victoria White 

This young lady is someone to watch for the future - Editorial Team 
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Hardington Notes by Nicola Maybury 

The seasons have certainly shifted since I last wrote my nature notes back in 
September. After the long-awaited rainfall, it seemed that summer returned for a spell, 
and much of October was warm, dry and bright. On sunny days, the ivy in the 
hedgerows was alive with buzzing bees, wasps and hoverflies, as well as red admirals 
making the most of the abundant nectar. It’s amazing how much insect life ivy 
contains! Such a vital life source in the cooler months, and I wouldn’t be without it in 
my garden.  
Our hot summer and dry October has given rise to some pretty spectacular Autumn 
colours and I’ve loved seeing the rich seasonal tones of russet and gold as I drive down 
Primrose Hill and into the village. The oaks have produced masses of acorns this year, 
and our resident jays have been busily stashing them for winter. It’s a treat to see a 
flash of blue and dusky pink as these handsome but noisy birds cross the lane in front 
of me, beak full of acorns. Of course, the grey squirrels are also having a field day, 
racing around the garden and along fences in a bid to gather as much food as possible 
to see them through the months ahead.  
I know squirrels aren’t everyone’s favourite furry friend but I find their antics so 
amusing – just this morning, I opened the window to hear one shrieking away from the 
top of a sycamore, sounding so furious!  
The Tawny owls have been hooting at bedtime. I can’t resist standing at the bedroom 
window, lights out, listening to their call and return. Such a comforting sound. We have 
quite a congregation of Harlequin ladybirds sheltering in the window frames this year, 
so I’m careful not to squash them. Although these are in fact an invasive species, 
harlequins are so well established now that I have come to accept their presence. 
Happily, it’s been a good year for our native ladybirds too, though you’re far less likely 
to see them in your home. Different ladybirds have different preferences; the six-spots, 
for example, will be tucked up inside old plant stems or snuggled under a blanket of 
leaf litter. 	
The shortened hours of daylight after the Autumn Equinox remind me that, despite a 
relatively gentle start, winter is just around the corner. I’m writing this as the cold snap 
descends, witnessing the first proper frost of the season. As I reach for an extra layer 
and light the fire, I’m mindful that the winter months can be a perilous time for 
wildlife. I’m hoping that my log piles, long grass and leaf litter will provide good shelter 
for all the little things, and that there’s enough to forage in the wider countryside. 
Later, I’ll top up my bird feeders and check there are still plenty of windfalls to satisfy a 
hungry blackbird. Perhaps you can do the same? 
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS 

The 100 Club draw took place on 5th November and the winners were: 1st prize Irene 
Tizard, 2nd prize Rob Curtis and 3rd prize Anne Egerton. Congratulations to you all and 
thank you for supporting the village hall. The next draw will take place at the hall on 
3rd December at 7.20pm and you are welcome to be present when the draw takes 
place.  	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
Our October film ‘Mr Burton’ made a profit of £215.67. Thank you to all those who 
helped to make the evening such a success. Our November film ‘The Ballad of Wallis 
Island’ seemed to be enjoyed by all and was the last one for this year, we hope to re-
start again in February.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
You may have noticed that we have a new garage door at the back of the hall. The 
Committee are very grateful to the villager who  very kindly obtained the ‘Garador’ for 
us and gave up his time to fit it. As a result of his generosity we were able to keep the 
overall cost down to £953.00. Derek Richards also volunteered to renovate the ‘old 
school’ lamp at the front of the hall. Both have done a superb job and have greatly 
improved the look of the hall. We hope to have new cladding fitted at the hall entrance 
before the end of December. 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Hall hirers may like to know that we now have a head microphone at the hall. Thanks 
to Anne Lunt for sourcing this for us.	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Many thanks to Dy Catford for donating £230.00 from her October coffee morning to 
our village hall funds. Thanks also to all those who helped organise the fantastic 
firework display which took place at the Royal Oak on 5th November. The village hall 
Committee have received a donation of £311.50 towards our hall funds for which we 
are extremely grateful. 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
As expected our energy charges are starting to increase and amounted to £337.50 for 
the month of November 25 and our insurance costs (which have been reimbursed to 
us by the Parish Council) for the next twelve months amounted to £1620.76. 

The village hall Committee and I would like to wish you all a very happy Christmas. 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Karen Dodge 
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 THE PARISH CLERK WRITES… 
The November Meeting... 

The planning application for two dwellings and a driveway access on Penn Lane 
(behind Windmill Cottage, High Street) have been approved by Somerset Council 
Planning department. 
Somerset Council Highways have now unblocked the Pig Hill drain.  
The contractor is due to start work, laying further tarmac on the footpath between 
Moor Lane to the Village shop, as this is now dangerous for pushchairs and wheelchair 
users. 
It would appear that the metal bench on Cold Harbour Hill Lane, may have been 
subject to potential theft as the bolts have been unscrewed from the concrete 
foundation and a few of the metal slats have been raised. It was not thought that it 
was unsafe to sit on, and it was agreed to ask the ranger to replace the bolts to 
resecure it. 
The ranger has been repairing several pieces of equipment at the Community Field 
including the wooden tunnel. It was decided that the larger oak benches have 
deteriorated too much at the joints and that it was not worth trying to save them. 
There is no meeting in December. The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, 20th January, 7.30pm at the Village Hall.  The public can speak for a limited 
amount of time at the start.  The agenda for the forthcoming meeting and minutes of 
past meetings can be found a few days beforehand on the village website 
www.hardington.net. You can contact me at hardingtonclerk@rocketmail.com, tel: 
07815 965113 or in writing at Grove House, Pendomer, Somerset, BA22 9PH. 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk 

RYLA 

I am a member of Yeovil Rotary Club and last year we sponsored a young person to 
attend the RYLA programme which he found very inspirational. 
RYLA, which stands for Rotary Youth Leadership Awards, is a leadership development 
programme for young people organised by Rotary International and local Rotary 
clubs. The programmes help participants discover their leadership potential, develop 
skills like communication and teamwork, and build confidence through a mix of 
activities like outdoor challenges and workshops. The cost is often sponsored by local 
Rotary clubs.   
Yeovil Rotary Club is looking for a young person 15-18years of age to sponsor for 2026. 
If you are interested, please contact Sue Phillips windphill@hotmail.com 
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CHURCH SERVICES FOR DECEMBER 
ST MARY’S HARDINGTON 

Sunday 7th December - CHRISTINGLE SERVICE 4 p.m. Followed by tea, 
coffee, soft drinks and cake. Come dressed as Angels, Shepherds, Kings, 
Animals if you wish. Raising funds for The Children's Society. Parents, 
Grandparents, Friends, ALL WELCOME 	 	 	 	 	  

Sunday 14th December - Holy Communion        11 a.m. 		 	 	  

Friday 19th December - Family Carol Service - 6 p.m. - followed by Mulled 
Wine and Mince Pies	 	 	 	 	 	 	  

CHRISTMAS DAY - Family Carols  10.30 a.m. (lasting 30 - 40 minutes) 

	 	 	 ST ROCH PENDOMER	 	 	 	 	  

Sunday 14th December             Family Service             9.45am 

Sunday 21st December            Holy Communion           9.15 am 

Monday 22nd December.      Crib & Carol Service          6.30pm 

DIARY OF EVENTS FOR DECEMBER 
      
Wed   3rd    Village Hall Draw and Committee Meeting, Village Hall.              7.20pm                                                            
Fri.   5th     Wind in The Willows, Village Hall, Tickets at Springfield Store.     7.30pm                                    
Sat.  6th     Wind in The Willows, Village Hall,                                    2.30pm & 8.00pm 
Tues   9th    Choir Practice, Weavers Cottage, Hardington Moor.                       7.30pm	      
Wed  10th    W.I. Village Hall, New Members and Guests Welcome.                 7.30pm                                                                    
Thurs  18th   Village at Home, Coffee Morning,  4 The High Street.       10.30-12noon 

                DECEMBER 20th LAST DATE FOR JANUARY MESSENGER  
                   Send copy to messenger@hardington.net as an email attachment  

Please    Mon   22nd   Village Carol Singing, Royal Oak, All Welcome.                   6.00pm	  
Sat     27th    Village Hall Coffee Morning, Village Hall, All Welcome   10.am-12noon                                                  
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WEEKLY EVENTS 
  

Tues            Tai Chi/Qigong,                  Village Hall.                                             6.30 pm                        
Fri               Bell Ringing Practice,        St. Mary’s Hardington Mandeville      7.45 pm 

HARDINGTON GARDEN CLUB 

We are just about to print our 2026 programme, which includes Neil Lucas, the 
founder of Knoll Gardens, who is a ten times RHS gold medal winner and world 
authority on ornamental grasses. He is coming to speak to us on 22nd April about 
incorporating grasses and other perennials in your garden, so that must definitely be a 
date in your 2026 diary. This will be a ticketed event. We have also secured Catherine 
Crouch, BBC Gardener of the Decade (25th March), and Colin Varndell, four times 
Wildlife Photographer of the Year (23rd September), among others. Programmes will 
be available at our January meeting. 
We will not be meeting in December, as that would be Christmas Eve but we are very 
much looking forward to seeing everyone back on January 28th in the village hall, 
when we will be having our annual fun quiz and delicious soup supper.  
We are keeping our club’s subscription fixed at £15m for yet another year. Subs are due 
on 1st January but we are happy to receive payment right away. Through the club’s 
membership of the Gold Club at Castle Gardens our members have a 25% discount 
throughout January and February with their yellow discount card. If you haven’t 
c o l l e c t e d y o u r s a t t h e A G M , t h e n c o n t a c t t h e c l u b a t   
hardingtongardenclub@gmail.com.There is also a 25% discount evening on 12th May, 
which is a great opportunity to purchase plants for your pots and beds. And, as if that 
was not enough to cover your £15 subscription charge, you can also buy seeds from 
Suttons with the club code at half price and 20% off their plants, and we have a year 
round 10% discount card for Groves Nurseries too.	 	 	 	  
Finally, the committee would just like to say a big thank you to all of our 82 club 
members, to those who organise the excellent refreshments at our monthly meetings, 
to those who grow so much for our astounding Plant Sale and to those who just come 
along and join in the buzz of a love of gardening. Happy Christmas everyone.	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Sally Thompson. 
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HARDINGTON & PENDOMER W.I. 
Wednesday, November 12, 2025. 

Another good turnout at the village hall, in spite of the wintry conditions. 
The month‘s business was briskly dealt with – birthday flowers, reminders for 
upcoming events to members, group activities and news from the County. Margaret 
Casey was thanked for her work as secretary, and presented with a bouquet. Village 
Hall future events were also publicised. 
The speaker this time was Steve Oxford, fourth generation in a family of Baker’s. Steve 
recounted the journey his family made from agricultural labouring in Sturminster 
Marshall to owning a bakery and having several shops in Dorset. His great grandfather, 
Frank, one of 11 brothers left the land and trained as a baker. He did his apprenticeship 
with the co-op along with two other young men – named Fudge and Dyke whose 
names are also still known as Bakers in the area. 
Frank was a successful Baker, and bought the first bakery in 1911. He would deliver 
bread to his customers using horse and cart. He married Olive, from nearby Holwell 
and had two sons Ron and Ivor. Ron became a good confectioner, so cakes added to 
the round. The business grew, and horse and cart were replaced by a fleet of Morris 
1000 vans. 
After the second world war when Ron served in France, and honed his skills as a pastry 
chef, he returned to the farm with the Canadian wren, Joyce, who became his wife. At 
this time the commercial production of bread underwent a total change, using the 
Chorleywood process which added many chemicals to the product in order to speed 
things up. In a factory bread could be produced in 22 minutes, where as traditional 
bread baked by Oxford bakery would take 8 to 16 hours. 
Ron and Roger took over a former green grocers shop in Sherborne and continued to 
bake in the traditional way. Gradually the need for bread and cake deliveries finished, 
and they started going to agricultural  shows to promote their products. All this time, 
they continued with some original equipment from the early days. 
Steve joined the firm and had the idea of selling bread at farmers markets – another 
development to keep going in a changing world. Steve spoke with passion about his 
business, emphasising the strong bond of family and close friends which had enabled it 
to survive and thrive. 
Hardington and Pendomer WI meets on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:30 
pm – come along and see if you would like to join us!	 	 Barbara Martin 
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WHAT’S ON AT THE ROYAL OAK… 

Saturday 6th & 20th December - Festive afternoon tea  
Come along to one of our Festive afternoon teas and enjoy homemade 
cakes, scones and sandwiches with a Christmas twist. £25pp 
Sunday 7th December - Wreath Making  
Craft the evening away with the beautiful ladies from Abbey Farm 
Flowers who will be showing us how to make incredible Christmas 
wreaths. Perfect for the holiday season. £25pp 

Thursday 11th December - Christmas Quiz Night 
A very Christmassy quiz night. A night of fun and festive cheer raising 
money for a fantastic charity.  

Friday 19th December - Christmas SWAG BAG 
Join us for a one-off Christmas swag bag; it’s going to be a brilliant night 

Monday 22nd December - Father Christmas 
Sonny’s kids Christmas party is back – bring the littles along from 3-
5pm for a visit from Father Christmas, party food and games. £8pp 

Monday 22nd December - Carols in the car park 
We are teaming up with the Hardington players and making it very 
festive from 6pm singing carols round the Christmas tree, selling 
mulled wine and cider, hot chocolate and Turkey and stuffing rolls. This 
is going to be a great night of village celebrations so please come along.  

Tuesday 23rd December – Christmas BINGO 
Even more Christmas fun to be had with BINGO night. Eyes down 
7.30pm – bookings already being taken so get in touch.  
 

01935 862354  

 
 



PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY 

Due to a recent resignation we now have a vacancy on the Parish Council. This 
is not an onerous position, and training will be arranged for anyone willing to 
give a little time for our community. Meetings are held on the third Tuesday of 
each month, normally except December, at 7.30pm in the village hall. With the 
County Council trying to make economies, there is increasing scope for Parish 
Councils to ask for additional funds via the annual ‘precept’, so that we can 
fund some extra services ourselves to keep our village as we would like. If you 
are interested please contact myself, or our clerk Nancy.                        	 	
	 	 Robin Carpenter, chair, robin.carpenter@hardington.net 
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