MINUTES OF MEETING OF HARDINGTON MANDEVILLE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 18th
FEBRUARY 2025 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the
exercise of any of its functions — Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status &
any disability); Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.

Nancy Chapman, Parish Clerk

Present
Robin Carpenter (Chairman), Joanna Szmaj, Robert Halls, Mark Pollock, Peter Higgins and Malcolm
White.

In Attendance
Nancy Chapman, Mike Hewitson (Somerset Councillor) and 8 members of the public.

Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:

A member of the local ‘Toad patrollers’ group asked the Parish Council if they would be willing to
purchase signs to warn of ‘Toads crossing’ as the current signs are not weather proof. These signs
would be used for Penn Lane and the High Street. They have asked for two quotes from local
companies for six signs (£150.00 and £90).

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr Beatson has handed in his resignation to the Parish Council due to personal reasons. The Clerk
will inform Somerset Council of the resignation and advertise the right for an election for 15 working
days. The vacancy can then be advertised for co-option.

2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 21st JANUARY 2025 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

4. MATTERS OF REPORT
None.

5. SOMERSET COUNCILLOR'S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)

The Somerset Councillor’s reports have been previously circulated. Cllr Hewitson stated that the main
topic of the month has been the Somerset Council budget plan. There is still a large short-fall of
funding and they have approached the government for further help on this. 66% of the budget is used
for statutory services including adult and child social care. The government has agreed that the council
tax can be increased by a further 2.50 % (to 7.5%) as somerset council currently has a low precept
compared to other counties.

6. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) Planning App: 25/00054/FUL The erection of a self-build bungalow and detached garage Location:
Primrose Hill, Hardington Moor. Applicant: Mr Timothy Marsh. There were no objections to this
application.

b) There were no planning applications received after publication of the agenda.




7. HIGHWAYS

a) Chris Turner distributed a spreadsheet highlighting a long list of potholes and road surface
subsidence. An area of Broad hill was repaired for potholes last week. While a few have been
completed, a lot of them were labeled for ‘future’, implying there is currently no budget to repair
them. There were several areas of potentially dangerous ‘laybys/passing-points’ identified, but
unfortunately highways aren’t interested in repairing these. Chris has said we would like to make a
list of “priorities’ for road issues, and would like the Parish Council to submit this to highways to get
a firm commitment of when they will be fixed. The Parish Council were happy for him to do this.

8. FOOTPATHS

a) Somerset County have removed the top stile near Penn Lane (Y 10/20). Cllr Carpenter has asked
Somerset Council to install a footpath gate here to replace the stile they removed to prevent any
moving livestock using the footpath.

b) Cllr Carpenter as asked the footpath officer to consider a footpath diversion on the bridge at
Y10/45. The footpath starts on the south side of Chinnock brook, then goes over the bridge to the
north side for 30 metres, before returning to the south side again! It would make more sense for the
footpath to stay on the south-side and ClIr Carpenter has asked them to look into this.

c) There have been several large vehicles using the area of ‘adopted Highway’ on the track between
North Lane and Moor Lane. Unfortunately, this is fine, until they reach the bridleway further along
which is not suitable for vehicles (and has ended up with several vehicles getting stuck there!). This
has ended up with the footpath surface being churned-up. It was agreed that two signs could helped
prevent this. Cllr Carpenter has asked the County footpaths for a ‘No vehicle except for access’ to
be sited at the beginning of the bridleway. Cllr carpenter agreed to contact Highways for a ‘No
through road’ to be sited near the community field entrance.

d) The area of footpath between Moor Lane to the Village shop has become damaged due to recent
floodwater and it is now no use for wheelchair users. Cllr Carpenter has contacted the County
Rights of way team regarding this but has so far and had no reply.

e) ClIr Pollock reported that there are two stiles that need repairing near the ‘Waterfalls’ house on
Primrose Hill (Y9/3 and Y9/4). The clerk agreed to ask the ranger if he is able to fix them.

9. PARISH ISSUES

a) Chris Turner gave details of the flooding experience on Rectory Lane, as the culvert usually
struggles to cope with the heavy rain nowadays. He asked the Parish Council if they would be
happy for him to submit an application to the Somerset Rivers Authority small grant scheme. The
PC passed a resolution to support this for the next deadline of the fund.

b) The PC discussed the verge erosion near the Mandeville Arms Telephone box. The verge is quite
high and it was agreed that this is unusual, as the road is wide in this area. A resolution was
proposed to ask the ranger to install a single post on the verge. Mr Thomas agreed to purchase a
‘keep of the grass’ sign to mount on this.

c¢) On behalf of the PC, Cllr Carpenter thanked Mrs Dodge (and all her ‘helpers’) for completing a
very successful refurbishment of the Village Bier. The PC then started to discuss the future
location of it. Several councilors were keen to see it stored in the Church. Unfortunately, St.
Mary’s PCC have said no to this. Cllr Carpenter has suggested hoisting up the cart and suspending
on the end wall of the main hall of the village hall. As no decision was arrived at it was agreed to
discuss this at the next meeting.

d) A parishioner currently has the PC-owned generator stored in their garage. She has contacted the
PC to ask if there is a more useful storage for it where it could be easily access for use if
necessary. The village hall was suggested. Mrs Dodge said that she would speak to the VHC and
ask if they are happy about storing it in the garage (but it would need to be emptied of fuel first).




e) Cllr Carpenter has spoken to Mr Turner regarding the possible purchase of the adjacent field for
potential Village Hall and Church parking. It was agreed that the clerk would write a letter to set
up a meeting for this.

10. COMMUNITY FIELD
a) The Clerk will continue to obtain alternative quotes for mowing the field this year.

11. FINANCE
a) The Clerk reported that a new ‘Internal Auditor’ is required for the 2024-25 accounts. The Clerk
agreed to contact an accountant for a quote.
b) A resolution was passed to pay the following invoices:
- S Ogden - Ranger fees January £196.00
- N Chapman — Re-imburse Laptop (£391.66 = VAT£78.33) £469.99
c) A resolution was passed to approve the purchase of the 6 x ‘Frogs crossing’ signs.

12. PARISH RANGER SCHEME
a) The Ranger has been clearing access to a lot of drains! Sometime was spent clearing the drain at
the bottom of Pig Hill which is now flowing properly.

b) New tasks include installing a post on the verge near the telephone box and fixing the stiles on
Y9/3 and Y9/4.

13. CORRESPONDENCE
None.

14. VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE UPDATE
The VHC raised £268 from the January coffee morning. The next meeting is on the 22" February.
The next film night is ‘Paddington in Peru’. The Village Hall electricity bill for January was £1,224.
The VHC have approved a quote of £1,100 for fibreglass to fix the roof damp patches.
Mrs Lunt is obtaining quotes to provide Wifi in the Village Hall (if it is feasible).

15. MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS OR NEXT MEETING
Chairman: None.
Councilors: Cllr Pollock reported that the VE day 80' celebrations will be held on Thursday, 8"
May. Beacon lighting at 9.15pm and Sonny’s will be serving Fish & Chips.
Clerk: None.

16. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 8:45pm. The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, 18th
March at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.




