
Hardington Players Annual General Meeting 
Monday 23rd April 2018 in the Village Hall. 

Minutes 

Present:  David Beckley, Julia Beckley, Peter Bysouth, David Cleaton, Karen 
Clotworthy, Elaine Gilmore, John Gilmore, Amie Gold, Alan Grassam, Anne 
Lunt (Chair),  Andrew Middleton, Clare Middleton, Stewart Ogden, Tanya 
Ogden, Clare Oliver, Elaine Peters, Derek Richards, Rosemary Richards, 
Caroline Sweetland, Irene Tizard, Martin Tizard, Jacqui Watkins, Tim Watkins, 
Jane Woodcock. 

1. Apologies for absence and welcome to new members.  

Apologies had been received from Jane Blomfield, John Blomfield, Jack 
Clotworthy, Cecilia Dack, Nick Lunt, Jon Margetts, and Wendy Simmonds. 
Clare Oliver and Rosemary Richards were welcomed as new members. 

2. Minutes of the Players’ meeting on 8th May 2017 and matters arising. 

The minutes were accepted, subject to one amendment. It was clarified under 
Minute 7 that village hall committee meetings are not open to the public and 
people cannot attend as observers. There were no other items arising that 
were not on the agenda.   

3. Election of the Committee for the ensuing year. 

The Committee was re-elected. 

4. Treasurer’s report. 

Derek tabled a paper to show the main items from the balance sheet. This 
showed the current bank balance to be £3006.06. (Anyone not present 
wishing to receive a copy should contact Derek direct.) 

                   
5. Chairman’s report. 

      Anne reported the following: 

Summer production, August. A successful evening of two one-act plays. A 
donation of £500 from the proceeds was made to the MacMillan unit at the 
hospital. Jon was thanked for directing.  

Camelot, January. Another successful pantomime with good ticket sales and 
the involvement of 13 juniors. Tanya was thanked for directing.  



Hall payments. Overall, £1415 had been paid to the hall, including £800 from 
pantomime proceeds.  

Membership. We had 30 adult members. The addition of monthly Monday 
evening meetings between rehearsals had worked well.  

Pop-up bar. This had become a great success and £250 of the profit was 
used for food for the post-panto party.  Andrew was thanked for his work in 
stocking and running the bar. 

Summer social event. Derek and Rosemary were thanked for the use of their 
garage for another good afternoon.   

Street Fayre. Players had a book stall. 

Anne finished by thanking the committee for their work and support.  

6.  Other financial matters.  
  
It was agreed that: 

-subscriptions be held at £10 and these were collected at the meeting; 
-the insurance premium should be paid from Players’ funds and not from the 
proceeds of any particular production;  
-bar profits should be held separately and, in general, used for our own social 
events.  

      7. Programme for the forthcoming year. 

Street Fayre.  Jacqui proposed a “Cluedo” stall where, using a chart, people 
could guess the murderer, weapon, etc. Several people offered to help and 
dress appropriately and Jacqui would co-ordinate.   

Summer production. In Jon’s absence, Amie reported on the difficulties of 
casting the proposed one-act plays, owing to people’s other commitments.  
She was hopeful that they would be able to recruit enough actors but, if not, it 
was agreed that the production could always take place at another time of 
year. 
  
Monthly meetings. As rehearsals were likely to be taking place during the 
summer, it was agreed to restart the monthly meetings in September. Ideas 
would be needed! 

Summer social event. This would be on Sunday 12th August, in Derek’s 
garage. 



Possible pantomime. Nobody was currently volunteering to take on the 
directorship. One possibility was a production for the young people instead, 
and Clare M and Tanya agreed to give this more consideration.  

8.  Village Hall issues. 

Players representation. David Beckley agreed to represent the Players on the 
hall committee. 

Stage curtains and mechanism. These were seen as essential to replace and 
some costings had begun- likely to be in the region of £2500. It was hoped to 
approach the parish council for matched funding.  
Questions were also raised about some additional lighting and also the damp-
proofing of the stage, which was hoped to be completed this year. 

Players’ notice board.  This had been provided by the hall committee and 
would shortly be erected in the foyer. 

9.  Press, publicity and web-site items. 

Karen and Tanya were thanked for continuing to publicise through Facebook 
and Tim was thanked for his work on the village website, where photos and 
notices were being added.  

10.  Any Other Business 

Jon Margetts was appearing at the Swan in May. Tickets were selling fast. 

Data protection- Elaine would contact all Players to indicate what information 
was being held about them. Parents would be contacted in due course about 
any restrictions concerning juniors. 

Forthcoming events were publicised- cricket club wine tasting, NHS 70th 
anniversary workshops, Toby Woodcock’s involvement in the World Scout 
Jamboree. The notice board could be used for such matters if appropriate. 

  




