
Headlines:  

• Bridging the Budget Gap - Somerset County Council is working to bridge a budget gap 
of approaching £30m to balance its books in the face of falling funding and increasing 
demand.  Council Leader, John Osman and I have repeated our calls for fairer funding as 
the authority addresses a shortfall of around £27m or more for 2016/17, caused by a 
drop in central Government funding plus inflation and population pressures that add 
millions to costs.  All Council services have been asked to look for savings, wherever 
possible through more efficient working. But in the coming months difficult decisions will 
have to be taken about what services and support the authority can continue to deliver 
and to what level. We have made progress in getting the Chancellor to allow business 
rates to be kept locally, but it will be several years until the structure and scale of this, 
and the impact with some national budgets and responsibilities being devolved will be 
known. 

• Fairer Funding for Schools - Central government does not currently fund basic 
education costs and extra learning needs equally across the country. The system is 
flawed and its problems are ones I have particularly taken up on Somerset's behalf in 
Parliament.  Money is currently allocated to local authorities for schools based on 
outdated, historical criteria.  Deprived children in Somerset don’t get all the extra funding 
they need, and would get, if they lived in another area. The Coalition Government had 
intended to introduce a national funding formula for September 2015. However, it was not 
possible to introduce this until there was certainty over spending in the next 
Comprehensive Spending Review period.  Instead, the Coalition uplifted so-called ‘low-
funded’ local authorities utilising £390m from underspends in the Department for 
Education (DfE) budget and additional funding from the Treasury. Somerset won a net 
increase of £4.4m as a result of the uplift in 2015/16 financial year. If Somerset received 
the national average DSG funding per pupil it would equate to an additional £38.2m, or 
£22.9m for Somerset schools, £3.2m for our 3 and 4 year olds and those 2 year olds 
from deprived backgrounds and £12.1m for our most vulnerable children. Thank you to 
all schools who returned the Signed Petitions direct to Parliament for me to present, it 
was a real achievement to see so many completed and to see the level of support in the 
Coker Ward, and across the Yeovil Constituency. 

• Preventing People from Being Drawn In to Terrorism - Terrorist activity can happen 
anywhere, and anyone can be targeted. Popular opinion is that in a rural, relatively safe 
County like Somerset, this type of thing simply doesn’t happen. However, since July 2015 
there has been 22 PREVENT case management referrals in the Avon and Somerset 
Force area, 2 of which were from Somerset. The County Council has a key role to play in 
preventing people from being drawn into extremist and terrorist activity. Vulnerable 
people can be susceptible to being radicalised by individuals or organised groups and 
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Somerset is no exception to the risk. In February 2015, the Counter Terrorism and 
Security Act was introduced to reduce and prevent the threat of terrorism across the 
Country. This Act means that the County Council now has statutory duties and takes the 
lead role for making sure that we give due regard to preventing radicalisation and 
terrorism. 

• Somerset my home, my life: a new countywide equipment and home improvement 
service launched - Walking frames to hand rails, hoists to level access showers are now 
available through a new countywide Community Equipment and Home Improvement 
Agency Service.  The new service, aims to help people get the equipment and home 
improvements they need to help them stay independent and live in a place of their 
choice. The service is funded by Mendip District Council, Sedgemoor District Council, 
Somerset County Council, Somerset Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG), Taunton 
Deane Borough Council and West Somerset Council.  The Community Equipment 
Service is provided by Millbrook Healthcare and can range from simple equipment for 
daily living such as walking frames to more complex equipment such as hoists to help 
with daily life.  The Home Improvement Agency Service is provided by Aster Living to 
assist people to repair, improve and adapt their home so they can maintain their 
independence. For more details contact Millbrook Healthcare on 0333 003 2407 
www.somersetmyhomemylife.co.uk or Aster Living on 0333 400 8299. Both services can 
also be found on Somerset Choices, visit: www.somersetchoices.org.uk 

• Connecting Devon and Somerset - Broadband update: Phase 1 (90% coverage) - 
217,000 premises connected, of these, around 185,000 homes and businesses have 
the capability to access superfast broadband speeds of 24Mbps and over; Ahead of 
schedule for 90% superfast coverage; programme two thirds complete; Over 30% take 
up in areas live for over a year. Phase 2 (95% coverage): considerable industry 
appetite to contract with CDS (15 potential suppliers); Broadband Delivery UK (BDUK) 
working to secure EU State Aid approval; Early State Aid clearance vital to contract 
start (The earlier this can be achieved the earlier CDS can launch its invitation to 
tender. Phase 2 Dartmoor and Exmoor (National Parks): Survey work underway; 
Excellent co-operation with landowners. Work has commenced to begin the delivery of 
the phase 2 contract. Business Parks Boost: Survey work launched at 20 business 
parks.  This means that over 1,000 additional businesses will have access to superfast 
broadband by the end of 2016. CDS to bid for Ultrafast Funds £4m bid to boost 
businesses, In response to the £10 million for ultrafast broadband (100mbps and 
above) in the South West announced in the Budget, CDS intend to submit a 
competitive bid for £4 million to provide targeted broadband access with a focus on key 
business locations. Connecting Devon and Somerset Audit:  Clean bill of health 
from independent auditors. 

• Care Act funding - One off Care Act grants of up to £5,000, are on offer to voluntary 
organisations and community groups in Somerset. The categories of funding are: (1) 
Offer information, advice and signposting to local communities. (2) Expand or develop 
a new service to meet the needs of local people based on the Care Act principles. 
These are: provide fairer care and support; promote people’s well-being, enable people 
to prevent and delay the need for care and support and carers to maintain their caring 
role, and put people in control of their lives so they can pursue opportunities to realise 
their potential. These funds are aimed at small and medium sized community groups 
and organisations. Somerset County Council has created the fund in recognition that 
voluntary sector organisations and community groups are vital partners in providing 
information and advice on the Care Act and support to local people. More information 
on the fund and how to apply can be found on the Somerset County Council website, 
here: http://www.somerset.gov.uk/get-involved/community/community-funding-sources/  
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• Street Lighting - The County Council is responsible for street lighting and is carrying 
out a modernisation project. This includes a programme to replace the 540 or so 
columns and a change of the lighting units to LED.  The investment runs at over 
£2million per annum and forms part of our wider invest to save programme; basically 
by significantly reducing the electricity bill we will have to pay over the long-term. The 
new LED lights save considerably on the running costs of street lighting. They are Dark 
Sky compliant and do not shine above the horizontal. In general they are set at the 
minimum illumination levels but can, on request, be shielded further. The Part Night 
trial in some parishes is no longer available; but if the Parish Council wish to request 
that all street lights be switched off at night this may be considered.  All Parish 
residents have to be in agreement, following consultation and if no lighting units are 
within a conflict area i.e. illuminating speed humps or any other hazards it can be 
provided. The Parish Council will also have to cover any costs that may be occurred. 

• Volunteers needed for lifeline transport service - A lifeline service which helps 
vulnerable children and adults access vital appointments is appealing for more volunteer 
drivers. Somerset County Council currently provides transport for eligible non-emergency 
NHS patients and social care users, ranging from the elderly to young children. This 
includes trips to hospital for medical appointments, transport to day centres or help on 
the school run.  A dedicated army of nearly 200 fantastic drivers across the county 
currently act as volunteers, but the ageing population in Somerset means demand for 
transport is growing and more volunteers are needed.  Anyone can be a volunteer – the 
only criteria is that drivers must be over 18, have use of their own four-door vehicle, and 
hold a full UK driving licence with no more than six points. Hours are flexible and mileage 
expenses will be paid at up to 50p per mile.  For more information about volunteer 
driving, please contact Somerset You Can Do by phoning 01278 664180.  

• New Social Workers Step Up for Somerset - Children’s Social Work in Somerset and 
the rest of the South West is due for a boost, with 26 new trainee social workers on the 
way. Somerset County Council is leading a consortium of local authorities in the 
government’s Step Up to Social Work programme. The consortium secured funding for 
26 trainee social workers, which includes eight for Somerset, and last week the new 
trainees met each other, and their prospective employers, for the first time. One of the 
new trainees said: “It was a really good session; all very exciting and motivating. We all 
said that we feel we are being given a fantastic opportunity and can’t wait to get started.”  
The 26 trainees will begin their academic and work-based training in January for 14 
months and will become fully-fledged social workers in early 2017. The Somerset-led 
consortium consists of six local authorities across the region: Bath and North East 
Somerset Council, North Somerset Council, South Gloucestershire Council, Swindon 
Borough Council and Gloucestershire County Council. They will be working closely with a 
similar South West partnership which is made up of Dorset County Council, Wiltshire 
Council, Poole Borough Council and Bournemouth Borough Council.  The Step Up to 
Social Work programme targeted graduates with a 2:1 in any discipline except Social 
Work who have experience of working with children. It is a 14 month, fast-track, which will 
lead to a Post Graduate Diploma in Social Work for the trainees. 

• Population pressure adds to the budget challenge - Somerset’s growing and ageing 
population will add around £5m to County Council costs next year as it works on ways to 
balance its budget.  The county’s population is growing by around 3,400 people a year 
and getting older. Estimates put the cost of this ‘demographic pressure’ at around £5m 
with inflation adding a further £3.5m to 2016/17 costs. At the same time the authority is 
also facing major reductions in its direct funding from Government.  The County Council 
needs to bridge a budget gap of around £27m for 2016/17 and between 2014/15 and 
2019/20 its direct funding from Government is expected to have fallen by around £63m. 
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• Traffic Choices website now live - A new website to help people in Somerset 
understand how to tackle traffic issues in their community is now available.The Traffic 
Choices website (www.trafficchoices.co.uk/somerset) provides information about different 
options which can be used to solve problems on the road. These might be funded from 
budgets for minor traffic management schemes or the Small Improvement Schemes 
programme.  Traffic Choices was originally developed by Bristol City Council and 
Somerset County Council has worked with them to adapt the site to reflect the more rural 
nature of Somerset.  So whether a community is concerned about pedestrian safety, 
speeding vehicles or inconsiderate parking, this is the first place to go. The website has 
details on all the various solutions which may be available, and uses pictures and video 
clips to show how each option works and explain the pros and cons. People with a 
problem are advised to get in touch with their local Parish or Town Council and their 
County Councillor in the first instance. 

• Musgrove/Weston Hospital Merger - It was announced on 16th October that the NHS 
Trust Development Authority (TDA) has decided to end the acquisition process for 
Weston Area Health Trust (Weston Hospital).  The TDA has made the decision because it 
recognised, as did Musgrove Hospital, that through the draft full business case submitted 
to them it was not possible to demonstrate long-term sustainability for the combined 
organisation.  Whilst this means that the acquisition process has been closed, the TDA 
acknowledge the need to find an alternative sustainable solution for Weston. The TDA 
will now work with NHS England, North Somerset Clinical Commissioning Group and 
other partners on a consultation process to develop a sustainable service model for the 
hospital and the North Somerset population. The Musgrove is committed to being 
involved in that process. 

• Small Improvement Schemes – thank you to each Parish who has sent these in for 
consideration, you will all be kept updated regarding the ones which will be put forward, 
and the reasons why. 

• Traffic accidents – We have seen a fatal accident at Bunford Hill, the Police are still in 
the process of investigating this, but a preliminary report has been given to me verbally. 
This will be followed up by a full report, and a meeting with the Chief Superintendent, the 
key points of focus by me will be relating to any improvements that can be reviewed on 
this stretch of road – should the report suggest safety amendments are needed. 

• Saturday 14th November – I am looking forward to our meetings on Saturday, which are 
all being held at 17 The Park, Yeovil. 

ENDS
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